
KMSHA HORSE SHOW 
APRIL  13-14, 2012 

Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, Kentucky 
Entries must be post marked by April 6, 2012 

One Horse/Rider per form 
Arena will be 20m x 60m 

 
 

Registered Name of Horse_______________________________________________________Sex/Age________ 
Breed Organization__________________________________ Registration #__________________ 
Horse Owner’s Name_________________________________________ 

Phone #________________________________________ 
                        Address_______________________________________  

            City/State/Zip____________________________ 
Rider of Horse: Name __________________________________Phone# ___________________ 
                        Address_______________________________________Email___________________________ 

DOB of Youth 
Division Exhibitor/Rider’s Name Next to Division Fees Entry Fee 
KMSHA Dressage       
Division - Junior       
                Adult Amateur       
                Open       
        
30a. Beginning Level Test 1   20   
30b. Intro Level Test A   20   
30c.Intro Level Test B   20   
30d. Intro Level Test C   20   
30e. Training Level Test 1   20   
30f. % Test **see below   20   
        
Entry Fee Total       
 
Show Fees Amount/Description Total 
Total fees Total from above  
Stalls $105 for the show or $50 per day per horse  
Grounds Fee $25 /horse/day/ (only if no stall is rented)  
Horse Inspection Fee $7.00 per horse   
Total Amount Due Enclosed with application (money must accompany entry)  
Credit cards called in prior 
to April 6, 2012 

Call KMSHA with this information 859-225-5674  

Checks payable to KMSHA, and mailed to PO BOX 1405 Georgetown, KY 40324 
(Post entries allowed day of show as time and schedule permits. There is an additional $5.00/ class post entry charge.) 
 
Dressage Event questions and Info: Vicky Esquivel 859-421-1496 or Carolyn Kenton 859-321-7783 
 Ride time will be available by email after April 9, 2012 (made sure email is filled in above if you want 
notification) 
Every entry shall constitute an agreement that the person making it, owners, exhibitors, lessee, managers,  
agent, coach, rider and horse shall be subject to the local rules of the show.  
Further, it shall constitute a declaration that the horse and/or rider is eligible as entered and that the owner  

Office Use 
Entry # ________ 
 
Stall #   ________ 
 
Coggins _______ 



and all of his/her representatives are bound by the rules of the show and accept as final the decision of the 
KMSHA on any question arising under said Rules, and agree to hold the show, their officials,  
directors and volunteers harmless for any action taken. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY: refund with Veterinary excuse only. 
 
Under Kentucky Equine Law, an equine activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for any injury to, 
or the death of, a participant in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities. 
 
SIGNATURE OF OWNER/AGENT__________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Parent/Guardian if youth rider____________________________________ 
 
PAYBACKS ARE IN THE % CLASS AND TO THE CHAMPION AND RESERVE CHAMPION,  
RIBBONS ARE FROM 1ST-5TH IN ALL CLASSES 
**Beginning Level Test 1 is for those that wish to start very slowly 
    Intro Level A and B are Walk and Show Gait/Intermediate Gait 
    Intro Level C and Training Level 1 are Walk, Show Gait/ Intermediate Gait and Canter 
    % Test -you choose a test that you rode earlier in the day or any recognized Dressage test  
    (Please state level and test, send a copy if you like) that you feel you can get your best 
    score/% on, you ride that test and if you place 1-4th you will win the entry fees for the  
    % class (broken down to 40% first, 30% second, 20% third and 10% forth place) 
 
There will be a Dressage Champion and Reserve Champion awarded at the show.  The scores 
 from all of the classes will be combined and the top two scores will be the winners. 
 
YOUTH RIDERS you are challenged to try Dressage and get a higher score than your friends,  
all you need to do is practice.  Are you up to the challenge? 
 
Come out and show with us in our First of Many Dressage classes.  We hope that you try your  
hand at this fun and exciting new class **Who knows, you might just enjoy it! 
 



DRESSAGE 
 

GENERAL  
Dressage is the development of communication between the horse and rider. We strive for a calm, supple, 
confident, and attentive horse. Eventually, the horse achieves perfect understanding with its rider.  
The objectives are shown in the following attributes:  

  The freedom and regularity of the gaits  
  The harmony, lightness, and ease of movement  
  The lightness of the forehand, engagement of the hindquarters  
  Acceptance of the bit  

The Free Walk 
The Free Walk is an authentic, natural four beat walk. The walk must be calm, relaxed with clearly 
observable slack in the reins. There is to be no sign of animation, nervousness, or the need for restraint. The 
reins are not thrown away, rather the horse is allowed to take them as he stretches. The horse must be able 
to listen to seat and legs for guidance and to maintain a straight course.  
The Working Walk 
The working walk is an energetic but calm walk with contact with the bit. 
The Intermediate/Show Gait 
The Intermediate Gait is a collected, evenly-timed natural four beat gait and is performed at slow to 
moderate speed.  The Intermediate Gait must be collected and smooth with no exaggeration in form or 
execution. The sequence of the footfall is a rhythmic and cadenced four beat gait and is clearly a different 
gait from the working walk, just as the trot is a clearly different gait in non-gaited dressage. Horses who do 
not exhibit a clear intermediate gait must be severely penalized. 
Pleasure Gait.  
The KMSHA/SMHA Pleasure Gait is an evenly-timed four beat gait with the most speed, stride and 
collection. There must be a distinct difference in the slower speed demonstrated at the Intermediate Gait in 
transition to the faster Pleasure Gait, although speed must not come at the expense of form and correct 
footfall. Horses that do not exhibit a distinct difference in speed between the Intermediate Gait and the 
Pleasure Gait must be penalized. 
The Canter  
The canter is a three-beat gait. In example, at canter to the right, the footfalls follow: left hind, 
simultaneous left fore and right hind, right fore, and then followed by a moment of suspension with all four 
feet in the air. The canter should be light, and regular. Transitions to the canter should be quiet and without 
hesitation.  
Often, gaited horses exhibit a gait which is not a true canter. These horses will usually canter with  their 
front legs, but will do something entirely different behind. This disunion must be penalized.  
Additionally, a 4-beat canter is extremely undesirable and must be penalized as well.  
 
LEVELS 
Beginning Level 
KMSHA/SMHA Beginning level tests are designed to measure the very basic preparation for progression 
in the discipline of dressage.  The movements are intended to demonstrate correct performance of groups of 
elementary skills. The test is preformed at a free walk, and working walk.   He should present a balanced, 
relaxed frame, and light contact with the bit. He should bend through its circles and corners, and travel 
straight on the straight lines. 
Introductory Level  
Introductory level will determine that the horse is willing to learn and is quiet and supple in its gaits. The 
horse should move forward with a steady rhythm, and should begin to accept contact with the bit. The tests 
are performed at the free walk, working walk and the intermediate gate. The horse should move forward at 
these gaits. He should accept the guidance of the rider happily and quietly, changing gaits without 
resistance. He should present a balanced, relaxed frame. He should bend through its circles and corners, 
and travel straight on the straight lines. At this level, he need not have attained true collection.  
When the horse halts at the end of the test, he may halt from the intermediate gait through the walk, but 
again, this transition should be made quietly and without resistance. If the test calls for a free walk, he 



should stretch forward and downward, seeking contact with the bit. At the intermediate gait, the horse must 
exhibit a true intermediate gait, evenly spaced in 4-time. Failure to show a true intermediate gait must be 
severely penalized.  
At the Introductory level, the horse is asked to exhibit the working walk, the intermediate gait, the free 
walk, and the halt. The movements required are changes of rein across the diagonal, straight lines, and 20-
meter circles.  
Training Level  
Training level confirms that the horse can move forward freely with a steady rhythm, accepting contact 
with the bit. At training level, the horse must exhibit all of the qualities of an introductory level horse, and 
more. At training level, the horse has learned to use its hind end to create impulsion, which comes through 
and over its back and into the bridle. Its poll and jaw are soft and giving. He exhibits balance and 
forwardness at all gaits. Lack of impulsion at this level should be penalized more heavily than at the intro 
level. The halt should be square and prompt, with little walking between the intermediate gait and the 
actual stop. The working walk should be swinging. The intermediate gait must be true, with the hind legs 
driving through. The canter is 3- beat, balanced, and quiet. Exhibition of a 4-beat canter, cross canter, or 
any other not-true canter shall be heavily penalized. Transitions should be made without resistance (e.g. the 
horse bracing, raising the head, etc.). The position of the horse’s head and neck at training level more 
closely resembles that of a dressage horse, but he is not yet ready for true collection.  
First Level 
At First Level, the horse begins to exhibit true collection. He is soft in the jaw and poll, carries through 
from behind, and uses its rounded back properly to carry himself and its rider. The horse’s head should be 
slightly IN FRONT of vertical; any over-flexing is considered resistance and should be penalized.  
At first level, the horse and rider exhibit lengthening of stride. This lengthening, or extension, is what 
transforms the intermediate gait into the pleasure gait. At the pleasure gait the tempo of the foot fall should 
not change, but the amount of ground covered per stride will, so the speed will increase. The pleasure gait 
is not truly a different gait from the intermediate gait, but rather an extension.  
By the time a horse achieves first level, lightness, balance and harmony are apparent.  
At the first level, we ask the horse to maintain its balance as we decrease the diameter of the circles. It is 
asked to change its balance from one direction to the other as it traverses the width of the area, and finally, 
to exhibit the leg yield The First-Level horse, in addition to the requirements of Training level, has 
developed thrust (pushing power) and achieved a degree of balance and thoroughness.  
 Second Level  
The Second-Level horse now shows that through additional training it accepts more weight on the hind 
quarters (collection), and is reliably on the bit. More straightness, bending, suppleness, throughness, and 
self-carriage is required than at First Level.  
At Second level, the horse demonstrates its increasing education and understanding of leg and seat aids by 
demonstrating the shoulder in, travers, and counter-canter. Canter circle diameters decrease to 10 meters.  
Third Level  
The Third-Level horse demonstrates, especially in medium and extended gaits and in the transitions to and 
from collected movements:  

 Rhythm  

 Suppleness  

 Acceptance of the bit  

 Throughness  

 Impulsion  

 Straightness  

 Collection  
There must be a clear distinction between the gaits.  
 
EXECUTION AND JUDGING OF DRESSAGE TESTS 
Scribes. 



 A scribe is to be provided for the judge. Scribes should have a knowledge of the tests being ridden. Scribes 
should not be an owner, coach, trainer or family member of a competitor/horse in the class(es) in which 
they are scribing. 
Judging a Test.  
The levels of dressage are offered as a means of evaluating a horse that is changing. The purpose of each 
test is printed on the cover of the test and the horse shall be considered in light of the degree of training it 
should have achieved to be shown at that level. The mark for each movement should first establish whether 
the movement is performed insufficiently (4 or below) or sufficiently (5 or above). The judge should state 
the reason for her judgement, at the least when giving marks of 6 and below. 

 Use of voice or clucking to horse is prohibited and is penalized by a 2 point deduction in each 
movement where the voice is used. 

 Accuracy (moderate) should be a factor only if the inaccuracy avoids the difficulty of the 
movement, i.e. a larger circle avoids the difficulty of a 10 meter circle. In a movement which must 
be carried out at a certain point of the arena it should be done at the moment when the competitor's 
body is above this point, except in transitions where the horse approaches the letter from a line 
diagonal or perpendicular to the point where the letter is positioned. In this case, the transition 
must be done when the horse's nose reaches the track at the letter so that the horse is straight in the 
transition. 

 If a problem appears once it may be treated lightly by the judge; if it appears successively, the 
Judge will score it more harshly each time, i.e., the horse nodding, stumbling or shying. 

 Grinding of the teeth and wringing of the tail are signs of tenseness or resistance on the part of the 
horse and should be considered in the marks for each movement where they appear, as well as in 
the Collective Marks. Horses which get their tongues over the bit or perform with an open mouth 
shall be marked down. 

 After the sound of the bell signifying permission for a rider to enter the ring, the competitor should 
enter the arena at “A” as soon as possible. A test begins with the entry at A as soon as the horse 
moves forward and ends after the final salute. Anything before or after the beginning or after the 
end of the test has no effect on the test marks. The competitor should leave the arena at "A" at a 
walk on a long or loose rein. No competitor can be required to ride prior to his scheduled time. 

 The judge may stop a test and/or allow a competitor to restart a test from the beginning or from 
any appropriate point in the test if, in his or her discretion, some unusual circumstance has 
occurred to interrupt a test. 

Errors of Course. 
When a competitor makes an “error of the course” (i.e. when a horse takes the wrong turn or omits a 
movement) the Judge will signal the competitor by sounding the bell. The Judge will show the rider, if 
necessary, the point at which he or she is to resume the test and the next movement to be executed and then 
leaves the rider to continue. If the bell is not sounded at an “error of course”, or “error of test” in which the 
movement or a requirement of the movement is repeated and the error occurs again, only one error is 
recorded. If signaling an error would unnecessarily impede the test (e.g. transition at the wrong letter), the 
judge may choose not to signal with the bell. If the judge has not noted an error, the competitor has the 
benefit of the doubt. If the Judge chooses not to signal, and an error is repeated, only one error may be 
scored. “Errors of the course”, whether or not the bell was sounded, shall be penalized as follows: 

 First error- 2 points 
 Second error- additional 4 points 
 Third error- elimination. However, competitor may be allowed to finish test with judge's 

 permission. 
If the Judge has not noted an error, the competitor has the benefit of the doubt. 
Mandatory Disqualification from Dressage Component. 

 Blood on horse. 
 Entering the arena before the starting signal. 
 Failure to enter the arena within 45 seconds of the judge’s starting signal. 
 Fall of the horse. (All four feet of the horse leaving the arena perimeter during a test with or 

 without the rider between the time of judge’s signal to enter and the rider’s final salute). 
 A rider who has been separated from his horse and in order to continue the test, must remount. 



 Prolonged resistance by the horse (20 seconds or more) that prevents the continuation of the test. 
 Unauthorized assistance by a third party with the object of facilitating the task of the competitor, 

 including voice or hand signals. 
 Three errors of the course and/or test. 

The Scale of Marks.  
The Scale of marks is as follows: 
 10- excellent 
 9- very good 
 8- good 
 7- fairly good 
 5- marginal 
 4- insufficient 
 3- bad 
 2- very bad 
 1- little of required movement performed 
 0- not executed 
"Not Executed" means that practically nothing of the required movement has been performed.  
After each performance, the judge's sheets are scored. The marks are multiplied by the corresponding 
coefficients where applicable, and then totaled. Penalty points incurred for errors in the execution of the 
test are then deducted on each judge's sheet. The total number of points earned is then divided by the total 
number of possible points and multiplied by 100 to arrive at a percentage. The rider with the highest 
percentage wins the class.   
Collective Marks.  
Collective marks are awarded from 0 to 10 for Gaits, Impulsion, Submission, and the rider's position and 
seat, and the correctness and effect of the aids after the competitor has finished his/her performance. 

 GAITS The judge takes into account the overall quality of ALL the gaits exhibited. No one gait 
receives preferences over the other. If the horse exhibits an excellent intermediate gait, but less 
than average canter, the collective mark must take both into account. The judge should review the 
individual scores and comments of the test’s movements to arrive at his or her final collective 
mark for gaits. 

 IMPULSION This mark reflects the overall ability of the horse to use its hind end as a motor to 
propel himself forward. The horse must shift its balance rearward and use its hind legs to push its 
body forward. This energy should transmit all the way from the back legs through the bridle as the 
horse moves forward. At the working walk, the horse demonstrates impulsion with a marching, 
forward cadence. At the intermediate gait, the horse propels himself by driving from behind. 
Similarly, at the canter, the horse presents a balanced frame with its hind legs reaching well under 
its body. Impulsion is never a gauge of speed.  

 SUBMISSION This mark provides an overall impression of the horse’s willingness to relax the 
jaw, flex over the poll, and submit to the rider’s aids. A horse that presents a tense, hollow frame 
will receive a significantly lower score than one who is soft and giving 

 POSITION OF RIDER The aids of the hands, legs, and seat are of great importance in dressage. 
The judge provides an overall assessment of the rider’s ability to communicate with the horse, the 
effectiveness of the aids, and the correctness of the overall position of the rider on the horse. The 
rider should present a balanced position, with the shoulder, hip, and heel in a straight line close to 
perpendicular with the horizon. The rider’s loins and hips remain supple, thighs and legs steady 
and well stretched downward. The rider should not grip with the knee or any other part of the leg, 
but rather allow the weight of the leg to flow downward from the hip through the heel. The upper 
body should be upright and relaxed. Elbows must be bent so that the rider’s arms fall naturally 
from the shoulder along the body, and then bend to meet the reins. Hands are carried slightly 
above the horse’s withers, about 4” to 6” apart, with the thumbs on top and the wrists straight. 
Reins may be held between the 4th finger and the pinky, or outside the pinky. Both hands must be 
the same height above the withers. The rider should apply the aids promptly and correctly, 



demonstrating the proper use of seat, legs, and hands. Simultaneously, the horse must respond to 
the aids. Failure to do so indicates a lack of training or concentration. 

SCORING, CLASSIFICATION AND PRIZE-GIVING. 
 After each performance and after each judge has given his Collective Marks which must be 

done with due consideration, the judges’ sheets pass into the hands of the scorers. Scores and 
comments must be written in ink. Any corrected score must be initialed by the judge having made 
the correction. Penalty points incurred for errors in the execution of the test are then deducted on 
each judge’s sheet. Each test has a maximum possible points (MP). Each horse will receive 
points based on performance (PP). The performance points are divided by the maximum points 
to obtain the percent score (PP divided by MP to obtain % score) The percent score will be the 
score that is carried forward as a plus score (i.e 66% will go forward as +66). 

 Individual Classification. In all competitions the winner is the competitor having the highest 
total points, the second placed competitor is the one with the next highest total points and so on. 
In case of equality of points the competitor with the highest marks received under General 
Impressions shall be declared the winner. When the scores for General Impressions are equal the 
horses must remain tied. Errors on a test may not be used to break ties. Final results for each class 
must be posted as soon as possible after the class is completed and all results must include total 
points and percentages with numbers to three places after the decimal point, eliminated horses, 
and the placing of each horse that receives an award. If a competitor withdraws (scratches) prior 
to a class or is excused, eliminated or a “no show” prior to or during the performance of a test, the 
words “scratched”, “excused”, “eliminated”, or “no show” or abbreviations of each, must appear 
after the competitor ’s name in the result sheet. 

 In Western Dressage a snaffle bit must be used and the rider uses two hands to ride the test. 
 Video tape may not be used to dispute a judge’s decision. 
  If a mathematical error on the score sheet is discovered, it must be brought to the attention of 

competition management within 1 hour of the official posting of the scores from the last class of 
that competition day. Competition Management must announce said posting, and must make test 
sheets available to competitors immediately. 

 Timing of Tests. The execution of tests is not timed. The time shown on the Judges' sheet is for 
information only. 
 

 PARTICIPATION IN DRESSAGE COMPETITION 
Dressage competitions are open to all riders and all horses over 36 months of age. Stallions may not be 
ridden by riders under 18 years of age. No horse may be ridden more than once in any dressage class other 
than the % class.  Horses may enter no more than three consecutive levels at any one competition. For 
example, a competitor may ride Intro and Training level, or Training and First levels, but may not ride Intro 
and First.  A dressage competition manager may not compete at his or her own competition. However, he 
or she may ride “Hors de Concours” (receives score, but it is not counted for awards) if they wish.  
 
ATTIRE  
The dress for gaited dressage competition is English or Western tack and attire. Exhibitors may choose to 
wear but tack and attire must match:  

 Traditional Dressage attire: (dressage style jacket, shirt and stock tie or choker, breeches, tall 
boots.)  

 Hunt seat attire (hunt coat, shirt and stock tie or choker, breeches, tall boots)  

 Traditional saddleseat attire (long coat, shirt and tie, jodpurs and jodpur boots)  

 Western attire (long sleeve western shirt and tie or bolo, western pants-no blue jeans, jodhpurs and 
jodhpur boots may be worn under chaps, western belt and buckle, western boots, women may 
wear a turtleneck or slinky with a neck ornament) 

 Gloves are optional  
 Exhibitors must wear protective ASTM/SEI-approved headgear. Such protective headgear should 

be black or be covered with a dark hat cover.  
 A whip no longer than 4' including lash may be carried in all classes.  



 Spurs must be made of metal, and there must be a shank pointing directly back from the center of 
the spur. The arms of the spur must be smooth. If rowels are used, they must be English type with 
smooth wheels and free to rotate.  

 
TACK AND EQUIPMENT  
An English type saddle with stirrups is allowed at all levels. Cut-back saddles are allowed if the horse is 
exhibited in saddle seat attire.  Western saddle is allowed if shown in western attire.  
For level one and two tests, a plain snaffle bit must be used.   
The following equipment is forbidden:  

 Martingales  
 Bit guards  
 Any kind of gadgets (bearing, side, running, balancing reins, tongue tied down, etc.)  
 Boots or bandages  
 Blinkers  
 Ear muffs or plugs, nose covers  
 Seat covers  
 Hoods  
 Ribbons, flowers, etc. in the mane or tail  

Use of any of the above equipment will result in the elimination of the competitor.  
A breastplate and/or crupper may be used.  
Ring stewards spot-check saddlery either before the horse enters or immediately after it leaves the arena. 
The responsibility for the correct attire and equipment rests with the competitor.   
Bits Permitted in Dressage 
All bits must be smooth and solid. Twisted, wire, and roller bits are prohibited. The following snaffle bits 
are permitted:  

 Ordinary snaffle with single- or double-jointed mouth piece  
 Racing (D-ring) snaffle  
 Full-cheek snaffle  
 Egg-butt snaffle  
 Snaffle with upper or lower cheeks  
 Unjointed (mullen-mouth) snaffle  
 Dr. Bristol  
 Fulmer  
 French snaffle  
 Certain “level 1” Myler bits with no leverage action  
 Baucher single- or double-jointed bit 
 Western style snaffle bit  

 

 



Note: the letter G, X and D are not marked in the
actual arena, but are shown here to provide
a visual reminder of their placement.

C

H G M

E X B

K D F

A

the arena is either 20m x 40m or 20m x 60m

A LITTLE HELP TO PLOT OUT YOUR TEST



TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS ! TOTAL REMARKS

1 A Enter working walk Straightness on center line

X Halt, Salute Quality of gait; Transitions;

Proceed working walk Immobility

2 C Track left Willingness to move forward

Quality of turn

3 E Circle left 20 m Quality of gait

Roundness; Bend

4 A Halt 5 seconds Balance and smoothness

Proceed working walk of transition;

Immobility

5 FXH Change rein Relaxation and stretch;

Develop free walk on Freedom of gait;

long rein Responsiveness to aids

H Working walk

6 B Circle right 20 m Quality of gait; Transitions;

Roundness; Bend

7 A Halt 5 seconds Balance and smoothness

Proceed working walk of transition;

Immobility

8 KXM Change rein Relaxation and stretch;

Develop free walk on Freedom of gait; 2

long rein Responsiveness to aids

M Working walk Responsiveness to aids

9 E Turn left Quality and balance of turn

Steadiness of tempo and gait

10 X Turn left Quality and balance of turn

Steadiness of tempo and gait

11 G Halt, Salute Transition

Immobility

Leave arena walking out at A

Gaits: Freedom and regularity 1

Impulsion: Desire to move forward with suppleness of the back and a  1

             steady tempo

Submission: Acceptance of steady contact, attention and confidence 2

Rider:  Keep in balance with the horse, correct bend and preparation  2

            of transition 2

Subtotal:___________________

Errors:______________________

Total points:_________________

COLLECTIVE MARKS COEFFICIENT

2012 BEGINNING LEVEL TEST 1                               EXHIBITOR #______________

ARENA: SMALL (20M X 40M)        Time Average: 3m 40 sec    MAXIMUM POSSIBLE POINTS: 200

STANDARD:(20M X 60M)  Time Average: 4 m 40 sec

The purpose of the introductory level test is to observe and measure the supplemess of the musculature of the horse, and to

demonstrate that the horse moves freely forward with steady rhythm and willingness.  The horse must willingly accept the bit.

Geometry and Accuracy: Correct size and shape of circles and turns.



TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS ! TOTAL REMARKS

1 A Enter intermediate gait, Straightness on centerline and in

X Halt thru working walk, transition.  Clear intermediate 

Salute‐proceed gait and walk rhythm.  Straightness on 

intermediate gait center line and halt

2 C Track right, Balance and bend in turn.

M  Intermediate gait Quality of transition

3 A Circle right 20 m, Roundness and size of circle.  Clear

Intermediate gait  intermediate gait rhythm and bend

4 KXM Change rein Clear intermediate gait rhythm and

straightness on diagonal. Bend 

through corners.

5 C Circle left 20 m, Roundness and size of circle.  Clear

Intermediate gait  intermediate gait rhythm and bend

6 BETWEEN  Working walk Willing, balanced transition; 

C & H clear walking rhythm.

7 HXF Free walk Complete freedom to stretch neck

forward and downward; clear walk

rhythm.

Straightness on the diagonal.

8 F‐A Working Walk Willing, balanced transition; 

clear walking rhythm.

Bending  in corner and turn.

9 A Down Centerline Straightness on centerline.

X Halt, salute Straightness in halt, willing, 

  balanced transition and halt.

Leave arena walking out at A

1

Impulsion: Desire to move forward with suppleness of the back and a steady 1

2

2

1

Subtotal:___________________

Errors:______________________

Total points:_________________

COLLECTIVE MARKS COEFFICIENT

Gaits: Freedom and regularity

2012 INTRO LEVEL TEST A                                                                             EXHIBITOR #

ARENA: SMALL (20M X 40M)        Average Time: 4  min    MAXIMUM POSSIBLE POINTS: 160

STANDARD (20M X 60 M)  Average Time 5:00

To introduce the rider and/or horse to the sport of dressage.  To show understanding of riding the horse

forward with  a steady tempo into an elastic contact with independent, steady hands and a correctly balanced seat.  To

show proper geometry of figures in the arena with correct bend (corners and circles). 

             transition

First error is a minus 2, second minus 4, third minus 6, and so on. 

              tempo

Submission: Acceptance of steady contact, attention and confidence

Rider:  Keep in balance with the horse, correct bend and preparation of

Geometry and Accuracy:  Correct size and shape of circles and turns



TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS ! TOTAL REMARKS

1 A Enter intermediate gait, Straightness on centerline and in

X Halt thru working walk, transition.  Clear intermediate 

Salute‐proceed gait and walk rhythm.    

intermediate gait

2 C Track left, intermediate gait Balance and bend in turn.

3 E Circle left 20 m,  Roundness and size of circle,

Intermediate gait clear intermediate gait and bend

Straight ahead.

4 BETWEEN  Working walk Willing and balanced transition; 

K & A clear walking rhythm.

5 F ‐ E Free walk Complete freedom to stretch neck

forward and downward; clear walking

rhythm.  Straightness on the diagnol

6 E ‐ H Working walk Willing and balanced transition; 

clear walking rhythm.

7 BETWEEN Intermediate gait Complete freedom to stretch neck

H & C forward and downward; clear walk

Straightness on the diagonal.

8 B  Circle right 20 m Willing, balanced transition; 

Intermediate gait clear walking rhythm.

9 A Down centerline Straightness on centerline and in halt,

X Halt thru working walk Willing and balanced transition; 

  Salute and halt

Leave arena in free walk.  Exit at "A"

Gaits: Freedom and regularity 1

Impulsion: Desire to move forward with suppleness of the back and a steady 1

              tempo

Submission: Acceptance of steady contact, attention and confidence 2

Rider:  Keep in balance with the horse, correct bend and preparation of 2

             transition

1

Subtotal:___________________

Errors:______________________

Total points:_________________

First error is a minus 2, second minus 4, third minus 6, and so on. 

Geometry and Accuracy: Correct size and shape of circles and turns.

COLLECTIVE MARKS COEFFICIENT

2012 INTRO LEVEL TEST B                                                                             EXHIBITOR #

ARENA: SMALL (20M X 40M)        Time Average: 4  min    MAXIMUM POSSIBLE POINTS: 160

STANDARD (20M X 60 M ) 5:00

To introduce the rider and/or horse to the sport of dressage.  To show understanding of riding the horse
forward with  a steady tempo into an elastic contact with independent, steady hands and a correctly balanced seat.  To
show proper geometry of figures in the arena with correct bend (corners and circles). 



TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS ! TOTAL REMARKS

1 A Enter intermediate gait, Straightness on centerline and in

X Halt thru working walk, transition.  Clear intermediate 

Salute‐proceed gait and walk rhythm.  Straightness on 

intermediate gait center line and halt

2 C Track right, Balance and bend in turn.

 intermediate gait

3 B  Circle right 20 m,  Roundness and size of circle,

clear intermediate gait rhythm and 

bend

4 A Circle right 20 m developing  Roundness and size of circle,

working canter in the  clear canter rhythm and bend

first quarter of the circle,

right lead, 

5 BEFORE A Intermediate gait Transition out of canter

Balance and smoothness

6 KXM Change rein, intermediate Intermediate gait rhythm and straight‐

gait ness on diagonal. Bend thru corner

7 E Circle left 20 m Roundness and size of circle,

clear intermediate gait rhythm and 

bend

8 A Circle left 20 m developing  Roundness and size of circle,

working canter in the  clear canter rhythm and bend

first quarter of the circle

left lead

9 BEFORE A Intermediate gait Transition out of canter

Balance and smoothness

10 BETWEEN Working walk Willing and balanced transition; 

F & B clear walking rhythm.

11 B ‐ H Free walk Complete freedom to stretch neck

forward and downward; clear walk

rhythm. Straightness on the diagonal.

H Working walk Willing and balanced transition; 

clear walking rhythm.

12 BETWEEN Intermediate gait, to A Willing and balanced transition; 

C & M clear intermediate gait rhythm.

13 A Down centerline Straightness on centerline and in halt,

G Halt thru working walk willing and balanced transition; 

Salute and halt

Leave arena in free walk.  Exit at "A"

2012 INTRO LEVEL TEST C                                                                             EXHIBITOR #

ARENA: SMALL (20M X 40M)        Time Average: 5  min    MAXIMUM POSSIBLE POINTS: 200

STANDARD (20M X 60 M) 6 min

To introduce the rider and/or horse to the sport of dressage.  To show understanding of riding the horse
forward with  a steady tempo into an elastic contact with independent, steady hands and a correctly balanced seat.  To
show proper geometry of figures in the arena with correct bend (corners and circles). 



Gaits: Freedom and regularity 1

Impulsion: Desire to move forward with suppleness of the back and a steady 1

              tempo

Submission: Acceptance of steady contact, attention and confidence 2

Rider:  Keep in balance with the horse, correct bend and preparation of 2

             transition

1

Subtotal:___________________

Errors:______________________

Total points:_________________

Geometry and Accuracy: Correct size and shape of circles and turns.

Further remarks:

COLLECTIVE MARKS COEFFICIENT



TEST DIRECTIVE IDEAS POINTS ! TOTAL REMARKS

1 A Enter intermediate gait, Straightness on centerline and in

X Halt, Salute, proceed   halt; immobility; Quality of  

intermediate gait intermediate gait; willing, balanced 

transition.

2 C Track left,  Bend and balance in turn; shape of 

E‐X Half circle left 10 m, half circles; straightness on centerline

2 X‐B Half circle right 10 m showing supple change of bend; quality

of intermediate gait

3 KXM Lengthen into Pleasure Moderate lengthening of frame and 

M‐C gait,  stride; quality and consistent tempo of

intermediate gait pleasure gait; willing, balanced 

transitions; straightness

4 C Circle left 20 m  Forward and downward stretch over

intermediate gait,  the back into a light contact maintaining

allowing the horse to  balance and quality of intermediate 

stretch forward and  gait; bend; shape and size of circle;

downward.   smooth, balanced transitions

BEFORE C Shorten the

C reins intermediate gait

5 BETWEEN  Working walk Willing, balanced transition; 

C & H quality and regularity of intermediate

gait and working walk

6 H‐P Free walk Reach and ground cover of free walk

allowing complete freedom to stretch

P‐F Working walk the neck forward and downward; 

quality and regularity of  working walk;

willing , balanced transitions; straightness

7 F   Intermediate gait,  Willing, calm , balanced transitions;

A Working canter right lead quality of intermediate gait and canter

8 E Circle right 15 m Quality of canter; shape and size of 

circle; bend

9 M‐P Lengthen stride in canter Moderate lengthening of frame and

stride; quality and consistant tempo of

BETWEEN Develop working canter canter; willing, balanced transitions; 

P & A straightness

10 KXM Change reins Willing, balanced transitions; quality of

X Intermediate gait canter and intermediate gait, straightness

11 C Working canter Willing, calm , balanced transitions;

left lead Quality of canter

12 E Circle left 15 m Quality of canter; shape and size of circle; 

bend  

2012 TRAINING LEVEL TEST 1                                                                                                        E XHIBITOR #_____________

ARENA: Standard (20M X 60M)        Time Average: 5  min    MAXIMUM POSSIBLE POINTS: 290

To confirm that the horse, in addition to the requirements of Training Level, has developed the thrust to achieve improved
balance, throughness and to maintain a more consistent contact with the bit.  Introduce:  10 m half circle in an Intermediate 
 gait; 15 m circle in a Canter; lengthening of stride into the Pleasure gait and canter.



13 F‐R Lengthen stride in canter Moderate lengthening of frame and

stride; quality and consistent tempo 

BETWEEN Develop working canter of canter; willing, balanced transitions;

R & C straightness

14 C Intermediate gait Willing, balanced transition; 

quality of intermediate gait

15 HXF Lengthen into Pleasure Moderate lengthening of frame and 

gait,  stride; quality and consistent tempo of

F‐A intermediate gait pleasure gait; willing, balanced 

transition; straightness

16 A Down centerline Bend and balance in turn; straightness

X Halt, salute on centerline; willing, balanced

transition; immobility.

Leave arena in free walk.  Exit at "A"

1

Impulsion: Desire to more forward, elasticity of the steps. Suppleness of the back,  1

                         engagement of the hindquarters.

1

1

Subtotal:___________________

Errors:______________________

Total points:_________________

                      and rider

First error is a minus 2, second minus 4, third minus 6, and so on. 

Submission: Attention and confidence, lightness and ease of movements, acceptance

                       of the bridle, lightness of the forhand

Rider: Position and  seat, correct and effective use of the aids, harmony between horse

COLLECTIVE MARKS COEFFICIENT

Gaits: Freedom and regularity.




